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Special Blood Drive to Be Held In Memory Of Nancy Snider 
Hobart and Hammond to compete in inaugural blood drive challenge event 

 
HAMMOND and HOBART, Ind. (April 24, 2015) — The Indiana cities of Hobart and Hammond 
will pay tribute to an award-winning educator and community activist by urging people to donate 
lifesaving blood during the Nancy Snider Memorial Challenge. The challenge is a friendly 
competition between the two cities to see which can encourage the most blood donations. The 
event will take place over two days: Monday, May 11 at the Hobart Community Center, 111 E. 
Old Ridge Rd. in Hobart, and Tuesday, May 12 at the Jean Shepherd Community Center, 3031 
Mahoney Dr. in Hammond. The hours for the drive are 1 p.m. until 7 p.m. both days. 
 
“Nancy loved making a difference in people’s lives and she inspired so many,” said her 
husband, C. Wayne Snider, Sr. “This challenge, involving two communities she loved, is a great 
way to honor her life and her dedication to paying it forward.” 
 
In 2005, Nancy Snider was named Indiana Elementary School Principal of the Year, one of 
many honors during her 25 years as an educator. The Hobart native started her career as an 
elementary school teacher later serving as an assistant principal, principal and Title I director in 
Hammond, her second home. 
 
While battling brain cancer for more than 14 months, Nancy continued to work and volunteer in 
the community. In hopes of finding a cure for future patients, she volunteered for a clinical study 
on brain cancer treatment. She passed away on May 15, 2014 at age 47. 
 
“It's a fitting memorial for Nancy that the two cities that were closest to her heart are coming 
together in her honor,” said Hobart Mayor Brian Snedecor. “The City of Hobart is proud to be a 
part of this and we look forward to the challenge.” 
 
Blood and platelet donations are needed every day for patients with many serious medical 
conditions. Accident and burn victims, heart surgery patients, organ transplant patients, and 
those receiving treatment for leukemia, cancer or sickle cell disease may all need blood. 
 
“This event is such a wonderful way to celebrate Nancy and her contribution to the lives of so 
many people in our communities,” said Hammond Mayor Thomas McDermott, Jr. “By giving 
about an hour of their time, each and every blood donor can help save the lives of up to three 
people.” 
 
The Nancy Snider Memorial Challenge is sponsored by the Nancy Snider Memorial Fund, the 
City of Hammond, the City of Hobart, School City of Hobart and Superintendent Peggy 
Buffington, Ph.D., School City of Hammond and Superintendent Dr. Walter J. Watkins, and the 
Hammond Education Foundation. Organizers hope to make this blood drive an annual event. 
 
“Life is a precious gift. In the spirit of the service to others as Nancy Snider always did, donate 
blood at the Red Cross drive and honor her desire to give sacrificially for a better tomorrow,” 
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said School City of Hobart Superintendent Peggy Buffington, Ph.D. “Join us to change lives and 
make a difference just like Nancy!”  
 
 

Nancy Snider Memorial Challenge 
Hobart vs Hammond 
Monday, May 11, 2015 

1 p.m. until 7 p.m. 
Hobart Community Center 

111 E. Old Ridge Rd. in Hobart 
 

Tuesday, May 12, 2015 
1 p.m. until 7 p.m. 

Jean Shepherd Community Center 
3031 Mahoney Dr. in Hammond 

 
Donors are asked to please call 1-800-RED CROSS or go to redcrossblood.org and  

enter sponsor code “NancySniderHobart” or “NancySniderHammond”  
to schedule a blood donation appointment. 

 
 
How to donate blood 
Simply download the American Red Cross Blood Donor App, visit redcrossblood.org or call 1-
800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) to make an appointment or for more information. All blood 
types are needed to ensure a reliable supply for patients. A blood donor card or driver’s license 
or two other forms of identification are required at check-in. Individuals who are 17 years of age 
(16 with parental consent in some states), weigh at least 110 pounds and are in generally good 
health may be eligible to donate blood. High school students and other donors 18 years of age 
and younger also have to meet certain height and weight requirements. 
 
About the American Red Cross 
The American Red Cross shelters, feeds and provides emotional support to victims of disasters; 
supplies about 40 percent of the nation’s blood; teaches skills that save lives; provides 
international humanitarian aid; and supports military members and their families. The Red Cross 
is a not-for-profit organization that depends on volunteers and the generosity of the American 
public to perform its mission. For more information, please visit redcross.org or visit us on 
Twitter at @RedCross. 
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